
 

 

Summer 2020 

Dear Middle School Student and Family: 

I hope that this letter finds you healthy, happy, and enjoying the beautiful summer weather. We are so 
looking forward to being back on campus with you in September! 

Your family’s first step to prepare for the new school year is to be sure that parents have set up a parent 
account in Family Web. Family Web is a section of our website where announcements, schedules, class 
information, homework assignments, directory information, calendars, lunch menus, and additional 
school information is located. You can access Family Web under the Parents tab at the top of the NYA 
homepage. If you have not yet set up a parent account in Family Web, follow these instructions and then 
review the information on how to use Family Web. Please make sure your directory information is 
accurate and make any changes if needed. 

To prepare for the start of school, information on ordering textbooks, supplies, summer assignments, and 
dress code is posted under Announcements in Family Web. Students have their own Family Web 
accounts and should check these daily throughout the school year. Contact Chris Mazzurco, Director of 
IT, with any questions about Family Web. 
 
Drafts of student schedules for the upcoming year are now available through Family Web. Schedules list 
the five academic courses, art, music classes, and study halls, plus Life Skills and Study Skills for sixth 
grade students. X-Block courses, which meet on Mondays, are currently blank on the schedules. Students 
will select an X-Block enrichment course during the first few weeks of school. The academic day begins 
at 8:00 a.m. each day and ends at 2:15 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday and at 2:20 
p.m. on Tuesday. You will find your advisor’s name on your schedule, and locker information will be 
added at a later date. Please look over your schedule now and let me know if you have any questions. 
Also, please note that these schedules are only drafts and may change before the first day of school. 

Once you have your student schedule, you will be able to follow these instructions to order your 
textbooks through the NYA Virtual Bookstore beginning on Monday, July 27. The free shipping 
promotion runs from July 27 through August 2. Students are expected to have all textbooks for the first 
day of school. Please note that sixth grade students do not need a textbook for Spanish. If you have any 
problems with book ordering, please contact Lisa Robbins. 

The Middle School Supply Lists for grades six, seven, and eight designate supplies needed for each class 
and will help you begin your back-to-school preparations. NYA will provide each student with an agenda 
book during the first week of school. The Middle School Locker Open House is traditionally when 
students bring their books and supplies to school and set up their lockers. We are looking into how we 
might host this event, tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, September 2, and will update you in the 
August In the Middle newsletter. 

As part of NYA’s Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program, all students in grades seven and above are 
required to bring their own laptop or similar device to campus each day. You can find the minimum 
system requirements here (also posted in Technology under the Student and Parent tabs on the NYA 
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homepage). Although BYOD does not officially begin until seventh grade, we are strongly encouraging 
fifth and sixth grade students to have laptops this year. Students will still be able to access the computer 
lab, but space will be more limited due to physical distancing, and students may find it easier to check and 
turn in homework, conduct research, complete certain assignments, and connect with teachers using their 
own device. Contact Chris Mazzurco with any questions regarding technology or BYOD. 

Now is also an excellent time to double check the 2020 Summer Assignments to be sure that you have 
not overlooked anything and that you have ample time to complete your summer work. All students have 
summer reading in English. Eighth grade students in Advanced French or entering level B of Spanish, 
French, or Latin also have summer work in language. There are no summer assignments in language for 
students entering sixth or seventh grade. 

This is also a great time to review the NYA Dress Code (especially since it has been a while since dress 
code has been in effect!). Please reach out with any questions. 

Another vital step in preparing for the new school year is to make sure that you have completed all 
necessary Family Forms. Health forms are of critical importance, especially now, and no students will be 
permitted on campus without the Annual Health Information and Authorization for Health Care Form. 
Please contact Ashley Moody with any questions regarding health forms. 

As we prepare for our first day in September, we know that some things will look a little different. You 
may notice some changes already, such as the addition of cloth face masks and beach towels on the 
supply lists. We are hard at work preparing our physical campus and updating protocols for a safe return 
for our students, faculty, and staff. We will communicate with you regularly throughout the summer and 
will continue to provide information to help you prepare for the year ahead. We will share our Return to 
Campus Plan with the community on Friday, July 24. A Zoom meeting for families is scheduled for 4:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, July 28 to provide an overview of the plan and to answer questions. We will share 
additional information in the August newsletters, Division Zoom meetings, and future communications. 

In summary, here are some important items for your calendar: 

• As soon as possible: Families should complete setup of parent account in Family Web and complete 
Family Forms 

• Friday, July 24: NYA’s Return to Campus Plan will be shared with the community 
• Monday, July 27:  NYA Virtual Bookstore opens for textbook ordering 
• Tuesday, July 28: Zoom Meeting for all families, invitation to follow (4:00 p.m.) 
• Wednesday, August 12: Zoom Meeting for Middle School families, invitation to follow (4:00 p.m.) 
• Tuesday, September 8: First Day of School 

Please contact me at any time with questions. In the meantime, I hope that you enjoy your summer 
vacation! I look forward to seeing you on the first day of school, Tuesday, September 8. 

Sincerely, 

Marissa Markonish 
Head of Lower and Middle Schools 
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