
 

Summer 2020 

Dear Lower School Student and Family: 

I hope that this letter finds you healthy, happy, and enjoying the beautiful summer weather. We 
are so looking forward to welcoming you to campus in September. 

The first step in preparing for the new school year is to set up a parent account in Family Web. 
Family Web is a section of our website where announcements, directory information, calendars, 
lunch menus, and additional school information can be found. You can access Family Web under 
the Parents tab at the top of the NYA homepage. If you have not yet set up a parent account in 
Family Web, follow these instructions and then review the information on how to use Family 
Web. You will also want to check that your directory information is accurate and make any 
changes if needed. Contact Chris Mazzurco, Director of IT, with any questions. 

Now is a great time to review information on Dress Code and Food and Dining. Please reach out 
with any questions. You may notice from the information on Food and Dining that we will not 
have weekly snack families this year as all snacks will be brought from home. 

One pressing question in back to school preparation is always “What do we need for supplies?” 
Our main request for families is to provide two complete, seasonally appropriate changes of 
clothing, including socks and underwear. Families with young Primary students may want to send 
in two additional pairs of underwear and/or pull-ups. NYA will provide all basic classroom 
materials, and the teachers will have supplies for each student, including a container to store their 
change of clothes. This year, we have a few additional requests. The first is for cloth face masks 
(labelled with your child’s name). We ask that each child bring two masks to school each day and 
have two spare masks in their cubby to use if needed. Students will also need a water bottle clearly 
labelled with their name to bring to school each day. Finally, we are asking that all non-essential 
items be left at home and encourage forgoing backpacks or other large bags if at all possible. 

Space will be very limited in our Before and After Care programs this year, and we will not be 
able to offer the drop-in option. We plan to begin After Care each afternoon with children in 
groupings of Toddler, Primary/Kindergarten, and Elementary, and the groups will combine at 
approximately 4:00 p.m. as the number of attendees begins to decrease. Families who would like 
to take part in either Before or After Care should enroll as soon as possible as we will have a hard 
cap on numbers, and enrollment will be on a first-come basis. Please contact Leslie Durgin with 
any questions regarding these programs. 

Another vital step in preparing for the new school year is to make sure that you have completed all 
necessary Family Forms. Health forms are of critical importance, especially now, and no students 
will be permitted on campus without the Annual Health Information and Authorization for Health 
Care Form. Please contact Ashley Moody with any questions regarding health forms. 

We will send classroom placement, schedules, and welcome letters from your child’s teachers in 
mid-August. As we shared in our communication last week, classroom teachers will hold Zoom 
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meetings with their students and parents on August 28 in lieu of our annual Lower School Family 
Picnic. Teachers will send the Zoom invitations as part of the welcome packets. These meetings 
will be an opportunity for students to get to know their teachers and classmates and have the 
chance to connect before the start of school. The teachers will run the meetings from their 
classrooms and will also orient students to the classroom space. 

As we prepare for our first day in September, we know that some things will be different. We are 
hard at work preparing our physical campus and updating protocols for a safe return for our 
students, faculty, and staff. This period of uncertainty has been challenging for all of us, but 
especially for parents with young children. We know that many families rely on NYA not only for 
providing an education for their child, but also for childcare. Therefore, it is our plan for the 2020-
2021 school year to keep our Primary and Toddler classrooms open for on-campus instruction 
following the childcare guidelines of the CDC, DHHS, and state and federal authorities even if 
classes in kindergarten through Upper School should move to remote learning. As Ben Jackson 
shared in his communication at the end of May, if the Primary and Toddler classrooms should 
need to transition exclusively to remote learning for more than 15 school days due to COVID-19, 
we will provide a refund on tuition to all Primary and Toddler families that will equal 40% of 
tuition for all days that exceed this period. In addition, an insurance option is available to families 
for the reasonable expense of 2.1% of tuition. If purchased, it would provide protection for the 
remaining 60% of tuition if you choose to withdraw your child from NYA. If you would like 
information on the insurance option, please contact Garrett Bowne. 

We will communicate with you regularly throughout the summer and will continue to provide 
information to help you prepare for the year ahead. Our Return to Campus Plan will be shared 
with the community on Friday, July 24, and a Zoom meeting for families is scheduled for 4:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, July 28 to present an overview of the plan and to answer questions. We will 
share additional information in the August Panther Cubs newsletters, Division Zoom meetings, 
and future communications. 

In summary, here are some important items for your calendar: 

• As soon as possible: Families should complete setup of parent account in Family Web, 
complete Family Forms, and, if desired, enroll in Before or After Care 

• Friday, July 24: NYA’s Return to Campus Plan will be shared with the community 
• Tuesday, July 28: Zoom Meeting for all families, invitation to follow (4:00 p.m.) 
• Tuesday, August 11: Zoom Meeting for Lower School families, invitation to follow (4:00 

p.m.) 
• Friday, August 28: Lower School Class Meetings via Zoom, invitation to follow 
• Tuesday, September 8: First Day of School 

Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions. In the meantime, I hope that you enjoy 
your summer vacation! I look forward to seeing you on campus in September. 

Sincerely, 

Marissa Markonish 
Head of Lower and Middle Schools 
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