
 

Summer 2020 

Dear Lower School Student and Family: 

I hope that this letter finds you healthy, happy, and enjoying the beautiful summer weather. We are so 
looking forward to welcoming you to campus in September. 

The first step in preparing for the new school year is to set up a parent account in Family Web. Family 
Web is a section of our website where announcements, directory information, calendars, lunch menus, 
and additional school information can be found. You can access Family Web under the Parents tab at the 
top of the NYA homepage. If you have not yet set up a parent account in Family Web, follow 
these instructions and then review the information on how to use Family Web. You will also want to 
check that your directory information is accurate and make any changes if needed. Contact Chris 
Mazzurco, Director of IT, with any questions. 

One pressing question in back to school preparation is always “What do we need for supplies?” Our usual 
response is that you do not need to provide supplies because the teachers will put together packages for 
every student including notebooks, folders, pencils, erasers, and assorted other supplies. This year, 
however, we have a few specific supply requests. The first is for cloth face masks (labelled with your 
child’s name). We ask that each student bring two masks to school each day and have two spare 
masks in their locker or desk to use if needed. We also ask that students bring a beach towel. This is 
not for trips to the beach, but to be utilized for outside classes (almost as fun!). Beach towels not only 
provide something to sit on, but as they are usually approximately six feet long, they also provide quick 
and easy physical distancing. Students will also need a water bottle clearly labelled with their name to 
bring to school each day. Finally, please leave all non-essential items at home. We also encourage 
forgoing backpacks or other large bags if possible. 

Space will be very limited in our Before and After Care programs this year, and we will not be able to 
offer the drop-in option. We plan to begin After Care each afternoon with children in groupings of 
Toddler, Primary/Kindergarten, and Elementary, and the groups will combine at approximately 4:00 p.m. 
as the number of attendees begins to decrease. Families who would like to take part in either Before or 
After Care should enroll as soon as possible as we will have a hard cap on numbers, and enrollment will 
be on a first-come basis. Please contact Leslie Durgin with any questions regarding these programs. 

Another vital step in preparing for the new school year is to make sure that you have completed all 
necessary Family Forms. Health forms are of critical importance, especially now, and no students will be 
permitted on campus without the Annual Health Information and Authorization for Health Care Form. 
Please contact Ashley Moody with any questions regarding health forms. 

Now is also a great time to review information on Dress Code and Food and Dining in preparation for 
the new school year. Please reach out with any questions. 

We are delighted to let you know that we are adding a fourth elementary classroom for this year. We will 
send classroom placement, schedules, and welcome letters from your child’s teacher in mid-August. As 
we shared in last week’s communication, classroom teachers will hold Zoom meetings with their students 
and parents on August 28 in lieu of our annual Lower School Family Picnic. Teachers will send the Zoom 
invitations as part of the welcome packets. These meetings will be an opportunity for students to get to 
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know their teachers and classmates and have the chance to connect before the start of school. The teachers 
will run the meetings from their classrooms and will also orient students to the classroom space. 

As we prepare for our first day in September, we know that some things will look a little different. We are 
hard at work preparing our physical campus and updating protocols for a safe return for our students, 
faculty, and staff. We will communicate with you regularly throughout the summer and will continue to 
provide information to help you prepare for the year ahead. We will share our Return to Campus Plan 
with the community on Friday, July 24. A Zoom meeting for families is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 28 to provide an overview of the plan and to answer questions. We will share additional 
information in the August Panther Cubs newsletters, Division Zoom meetings, and future 
communications. 

In summary, here are some important items for your calendar: 

• As soon as possible: Families should complete setup of parent account in Family Web, complete 
Family Forms, and, if desired, enroll in Before or After Care 

• Friday, July 24: NYA’s Return to Campus Plan will be shared with the community 
• Tuesday, July 28: Zoom Meeting for all families, invitation to follow (4:00 p.m.) 
• Tuesday, August 11: Zoom Meeting for Lower School families, invitation to follow (4:00 p.m.) 
• Friday, August 28: Lower School Class Meetings via Zoom, invitation to follow 
• Tuesday, September 8: First Day of School 

Please feel free to contact me at any time with questions. In the meantime, I hope that you enjoy your 
summer vacation! I look forward to seeing you on the first day of school, Tuesday, September 8. 

Sincerely, 

Marissa Markonish 
Head of Lower and Middle Schools 
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