
June 2020 
Dear Parents and Students: 
 
On the following page, you will find the list of summer reading books for students enrolled at 
NYA for the 2020-2021 school year.  Assignments are listed beneath the grade a student will be 
entering in September. Additionally, please take the time to review the following guidelines for 
summer reading. 
 
The English Department strongly encourages students to purchase new copies of all paperback 
books, both those used for summer reading and those used in the syllabus. A book that has been 
heavily marked up by a sibling or another NYA student creates a disadvantage for a student; if 
notes already are written in the margins, it may prevent the student from reading actively and 
learning the material on his or her own. Also, it is important for students to try to obtain the 
edition specified by teachers. A student with a different edition (and, thus, different page 
numbers) may have a difficult time following what the teacher and other students are discussing. 
All books on the summer list have an ISBN number that identifies the correct edition. Books may 
be purchased at area bookstores (many of which now offer delivery) or ordered online. 

 
Students should complete their assigned summer reading in the weeks BEFORE classes begin, as 
they form the basis of discussion and writing assignments in the first few weeks of class. Many 
students prefer to begin their outside reading in the month of August, so that the material is fresh 
in their minds for discussion.  That is certainly fine, but the department advises against 
“cramming” through the reading during the last weekend before school begins.  For those 
students who wish to complete their reading assignments earlier in the summer, a quick review of 
the material before school starts is often a good idea.  Please note: Reading an on-line summary 
or watching a film in lieu of reading the book is considered academic dishonesty and may result 
in consequences in accordance with the Parent-Student Handbook. 
 
In addition to completing assigned summer reading assignments, students in all grades should 
continue to read for pleasure throughout the summer (though we hope the required reading 
choices are pleasurable as well!). By the time a student is a junior or senior, time spent reading 
proves to be far more valuable than time spent frantically cramming SAT vocabulary lists. This 
reading does not have to be “great” literature.  “Beach reads” are absolutely fine—it’s the 
exposure to pages and words that counts! 
 
Have a great summer and we hope you enjoy your reading! 
 
The NYA English Department 
 



2020 ENGLISH SUMMER READING 
 
GRADE 5 (1 book + 1 optional) 

• Choose One: Chris Grabenstein.  The Island of Dr. Libris. Yearling. ISBN-10: 0385388454 OR 
Chris Grabenstein. Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library. Yearling. ISBN-10: 0307931471  

• Optional (but encouraged): any other book of your choice 
 
GRADE 6 (2 books) 

• Sharon Draper.  Out of My Mind. Atheneum. ISBN-10: 1416971718 
• Jason Reynolds. Look Both Ways. Atheneum. ISBN-10: 148143828X 

 
GRADE 7 (2 books) 

• Anne Frank. The Diary of a Young Girl. Bantam. ISBN-13: 9780553296983 
• Linda Mullaly Hunt. Shouting at the Rain. Nancy Paulsen Books. ISBN-10: 0399175156 
 

 GRADE 8 (2 books) 
• Caitlin Alifirenka and Martin Ganda. I Will Always Write Back. Little, Brown Books. 

ISBN-10: 0316241334 
• Ruta Sepetys. Salt to the Sea. Philomel Books: ISBN-10: 0399160302 

                             
GRADE 9 (2 books + one optional) 

• Mark Haddon. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time. Vintage.  
ISBN-13: 9781400032716 

• Jeannette Walls. The Glass Castle. Scribner. ISBN-13: 9780743247542 
• Optional: Harper Lee. To Kill a Mockingbird. Grand Central Publishing. ISBN-10: 0446310786 

 
GRADE 10 (2 books)   

• Sherman Alexie. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. Little, Brown Books. ISBN-13: 
9780316013697 

• Khaled Hosseini. The Kite Runner. Riverhead Trade. ISBN-10: 159463193X 
 
GRADE 11 
Non-AP sections (2 books): 

• Charles Portis. True Grit. The Overlook Press. ISBN-10: 159020459X 
• Ron Suskind. A Hope in the Unseen. Broadway Books. ISBN-10: 0767901266 

 
AP Language and Composition (3 books minimum):   

• William Deresiewicz. Excellent Sheep. Free Press. ISBN-10: 1476702721 
• Malcolm Gladwell. Outliers. Back Bay Books. ISBN-10: 0316017930 
• at least one book from the AP 11 nonfiction reading list (available on the NYA website) 

 
GRADE 12  
Non-AP sections (2 books):  

• James McBride. The Color of Water. Riverhead Books. ISBN-10: 159448192X 
• Daniel Wallace. Big Fish. Algonquin. ISBN-10: 1616201649 

 
AP Literature and Composition (3 books): 

• Dave Eggers. The Circle. Vintage. ISBN-10: 0345807294 
• Aldous Huxley. Brave New World. Harper Perennial. ISBN-10: 0060850523 
• George Orwell. 1984. Berkley. ISBN-10: 0452284236 

 
 

https://www.nya.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020-AP11-nonfiction.pdf
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