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1. Keyboarding    
 

The goal of this course is to provide a comfortable environment where students can acquire keyboarding 

skills. Step-by-step typing instruction is provided, including proper posture, finger position, and 

ergonomic features. Students will learn the ins and outs of word-processing, and other skills, such as 

email etiquette. This course is taken by all fifth grade students. 

 

 

2. Debate Team 
 

The Debate Team competes in debates against surrounding area schools. Students work together to 

prepare for each part of the debate: opening speech, a cross examination, a secondary speech, a rebuttal, 

and a closing. In order to prepare for each portion of the debate, students complete research to gather 

information that supports both the affirmative and the negative side of the debate issue. Each argument 

must be supported with factual information from quality sources. As a result of participating on the 

Debate Team, students will learn to distinguish between fact and opinion, learn how to use facts to back 

up their positions, and practice speaking in front of an audience. Open to students in grades seven and 

eight. Maximum of 14 students. 

 

 

3. Podcasting 101 
 

More people than ever before are listening to podcasts. From daily news breakdowns, to unsolved 

mysteries, to sports discussions, to self-help suggestions, podcasts cover all kinds of topics! In this 

class, students will explore this popular form of media. We will begin by listening to and 

discussing a variety of different types of podcasts. From there, students will brainstorm a topic for their 

own podcast. We will then work through the creative process to plan, write, rehearse, record, and edit our 

own original podcasts. Maximum of 10 students. 
 

 

4. Create a Board Game 
 

We have all played board games, some more popular than others, but they all have one thing in common 

- they bring people together. In this course, students will create their own board game from concept to 

completion, including name, graphics, rules, pieces, parts, questions, and answers. Students will sketch 

and develop several rounds of design, while revising, refining, testing, and retesting until they’re ready 

for pre-production and assembly. Utilizing Adobe’s Creative Cloud (Photoshop and Illustrator), students 

will turn their sketched concepts into vector based art, adhering them to a chipboard surface while 

thinking about overall packaging (premade boxes). Additionally, students can utilize the 3D printer to 

develop the games pieces and working parts. Our goal will be to spend the last two class periods playing 

one another’s games; then, if desired, gifting to the schools rainy day activities closet! Maximum of 10 

students. 



5. Rube Goldberg Machines 
 

Rube Goldberg machines are ridiculous contraptions that are built to perform an intended function (such 

as watering a plant) in a complicated way, using a bunch of chain reactions. For instance, you roll a ball 

down a ramp, the ball collides with a row of dominoes, the last domino falls on a mousetrap, the 

mousetrap launches a marble, the marble knocks over a cup of water into a plant. Rube Goldberg 

machines are about creativity and problem-solving. They can be simple or complex. We will look at 

some examples to get you thinking, and then you will challenge yourself to see if you can make a reliable 

machine that is fun to build and more fun to watch! 

 

 

6. Comics and Graphic Novels 
 

Come learn the art of creating comics and graphic novels (or short stories). We will first look at a variety 

of comics and graphic novels to help develop your own personal style. We will begin with short comics 

and then focus on longer graphic novels/short stories. Students will learn how to set up a story through 

pictures and focused writing. The graphic stories can focus on a specific topic you would like to teach 

others or it can be about a character you would like to develop. The options are endless! 

 

 

7. Ukulele 
 

Ukulele playing has gained in popularity as of late and for good reason. Ukuleles are relatively 

inexpensive instruments, they have fewer strings than a traditional guitar, and they are simply fun to 

play! Ukuleles have been around since the late nineteenth century, when they were introduced in Hawaii 

as a modified version of the Portuguese machete. Throughout the semester, we will cover all the basics of 

tuning, strumming, playing chords, song writing, and caring properly for ukuleles through a variety of 

techniques and song selections. The group will work towards a performance (TBD) near the end of the 

course. Ukuleles will be provided to students for use during this class.  

 

 

8. Middle School Drama 
 

Does the stage call your name? Ever wonder how actors know what they are supposed to do, where they 

are supposed to go, or how they are supposed to react? Take Middle School Drama and find out! During 

this class, you will get the chance to write, act, and direct a one act play! Together we will explore all 

that goes into the making of a play. 

 

 

9. Robotics 
 

Using the VEX robotic program, students will design and construct remote-controlled robotic devices 

that can lift, throw, climb, gather and expand the boundaries of experimental intelligence. Students will 

start by learning about engineering and engineering problem solving. Then, they will be given 

introductions to the VEX Robotics Design System and EasyC Programming software and start working 

towards instructing the robot to perform various tasks and operations. There may be an opportunity to 

participate in some local robotics competitions later in the year. This course is open to students in grades 

seven and eight and has a maximum of 10. 
.    



10. Academic Quiz Bowl 
 

Do you love trivia? Do you get excited when you know an answer on Jeopardy? Do you want to compete 

against your classmates and show off your knowledge? Then academic quiz bowl is for you! In 

Academic Quiz Bowl, two sides compete head-to-head to answer questions about history, literature, 

science, current events, pop culture, sports, and more. During this X-Block, you will learn trivia from all 

subject areas and practice competing in a trivia quiz show format. Come show how much you know, and 

get ready to learn some random, fun, and interesting trivia! 

   

 

11. Middle School Jazz Band 
 

The Middle School Jazz Band is an ensemble open to instrumentalists in grades six through eight.  The 

group works on the fundamentals of jazz music, and covers concepts such as rhythm, swing, blues, and 

improvisation.  The ensemble will work towards a performance at Middle School Evening with the Arts 

in December.  This is a wonderful opportunity for instrumentalists looking to broaden their skills and 

increase performance time. 

 

 


