
Biology Summer Assignment:  
Introduce Yourself to Ms. Lauerman 

 
DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL! 

 
Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to Biology! 
 
For the first assignment of the year, I would like each of you to write me a letter, introducing 
yourself to me. You can tell me whatever information you think is important about yourself.  
 
This could include: 

- hobbies and interests 
- likes and dislikes (both academic, and non-academic) 
- passions and goals (for this course and/or for the future) 
- what your family and friends are like 
- your cultural and language background 
- how you learn best, your academic strengths 
- challenges that you have faced in school in the past 
- how you have experienced school in the past 
- your favorite music, TV shows, or movies 
- a picture of yourself that you feel expresses something about who you are 
- illustrations, poems, or other art 
- favorite quotations or sayings  
- what you hope to get from this course 
- anything else that might help me to be a better teacher for you this year. 

 
You don’t need to include all of the things listed here, just whatever is important about you. I 
have seen great letters that address all of the above topics and great letters that focus in on 
just one or two of them – again, write about what matters to you. 
 
I would also like you to tell me what you would like to get from our time together in Biology 
class this year.  
 
Anything you share in your letter will remain private. 
 
Please note: 

- you may type this letter or hand-write it, as long as it is easy for me to read 
- make sure your letter is substantial enough to give me a good sense of who you 

are (take a look at my letter at the end of this document for a general guideline on 
length/depth) 

- put your first and last name at the top of the page 
 
  



PARENTS: 
 
You have homework too! I would appreciate it if you would take the time to write me a brief 
note that will help me to get to know your student a little better (there is no length 
requirement for you!).  
 
I only get to spend a short time with these awesome people, so please tell me some of the 
things that make them great. 
 
Also, you have experienced the ups and downs of your student’s schooling, so you have a 
good sense of what works for them and what doesn’t. I want any and all information that will 
help me to be the absolute best teacher I can be, so feel free to tell me whatever you think is 
important for me to know.  
 
Please email your letter to alauerman@NYA.org.  
 
Thank you and have a wonderful summer. 
 
Andrea Lauerman 
 
  

mailto:alauerman@NYA.org


Dear Students and Parents, 
 
 Welcome to Biolgoy!  
 

Since I am asking you to tell me a bit about yourselves, it seems only fair for me to do 
the same. My name is Andrea Lauerman and I am thrilled to be returning to NYA for my fifth 
year. I am originally from the Washington, DC area, where I began to develop an interest in 
science from a young age. When I was in high school, I thought I might become a research 
chemist. In college, I had the opportunity to broaden my knowledge base and to focus my 
studies on the natural world. My undergraduate degree is in Environmental Science and my 
masters’ degree is in Science Education. This is my eleventh year of teaching, and in that time 
I have been fortunate to have the opportunity to teach nearly every discipline of science. 
What a great way to keep learning, growing, and thinking about the world in new and 
different ways! 
 
 Academically speaking, I am most interested in all things having to do with nature. I 
enjoy learning about rocks, chemical and physical processes in soil and water, plant life, 
animals (especially insects), and how all the components of the environment combine to 
form functional ecosystems. Additionally, I love learning about other cultures and welcome 
anything you are willing to share with me about yours. I am always working on my Spanish 
so please help me to practice if you are skilled in that area!  
 

Whenever possible I try to find time to travel to new places, and I have been lucky 
enough to visit many wonderful spots – the Galapagos Islands being my favorite. I spent an 
amazing summer there on a program for science teachers. Being bitten by a sea lion while 
SCUBA diving was quite memorable! Lately, however, most of my leisure time is spent 
playing with my two young daughters. We love going for hikes along the coast and playing in 
the ocean together. 
 

I feel so fortunate to have the opportunity to work 
with each of you this semester. I encourage you to share any 
feedback that you have with me at any point, as I am eager 
for us to all find success in our exploration of the natrual 
world!   
 
 Sincerely, 
 Andrea Lauerman 
 
 
 
"If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it 
is because he hears a different drummer. Let him step to the 
music he hears, however measured and far away." 

-Henry David Thoreau 
 


