
MIDDLE SCHOOL ENRICHMENT COURSES 
SPRING 2018 

 
Middle School enrichment courses allow students the opportunity to enhance their current program with 
additional coursework in a variety of areas.  The enrichment courses meet twice per week for the semester 
and are graded according to effort (1-3).  All coursework is completed within the class period and no 
homework is assigned.  Many of the courses combine interdisciplinary content and much of the material 
includes a cooperative learning approach.  Whether competing in an interscholastic debate, performing for 
an audience, or sharing their own artistic creations, students work toward a final project incorporating what 
they have learned throughout the semester.   
 

COURSE OFFERINGS FOR SPRING 2018: 
 
Objectified    
In this course, students will design an object that fills a specific need in their lives.  They will create 
prototypes of their objects using various materials and then discuss the functionality and form with their 
classmates.  The final step in the process will be to model their object in Sketchup and then print it on the 
3D printer.  This course has a maximum size of 10 students and is open to students in grades 7 and 8. 
 
Debate Team/Mock Trial    
During the second trimester, the Debate Team will compete in two debates against surrounding area 
schools.  Students will work together to prepare for each part of the debate: opening speech, a cross 
examination, a secondary speech, a rebuttal, and a closing.  In order to prepare for each portion of the 
debate, students complete research to gather information that supports both the affirmative and the negative 
side of the debate issue.  Each argument must be supported with factual information from quality sources.  
After spring break, the students will work on a mock trial.  The students will act as lawyers and witnesses 
representing the two sides of the case.  During the mock trial, students will work together studying the law 
and evidence to put forward a case for their particular side: prosecution or defense.  As a result of 
participating on the Debate and Mock Trial Team, students will learn to distinguish between fact and 
opinion, learn how to use facts to back up their positions, and practice thinking on their feet and speaking in 
front of an audience.  This course has a maximum size of 14 students and is open to students in grades 6-8. 
 
Greenhouse 
Come to the greenhouse this spring to learn about growing plants both traditionally (in the soil) and 
aquaponically (in the water, with fish!).  We will be taking care of red wriggler composting worms, a giant 
algae eater, goldfish, carnivorous plants, herbs, vegetables, and flowers.  Along with learning to test the 
water for nitrates and ammonia, we will hand pollinate cucumbers, learn about soil composition, and enjoy 
a smoothie made from our harvests.  Space is limited to 3-4 students. 
 
Introduction to Photography 
In this course, students will learn how to use the different camera settings and how to compose, edit, and 
process their images. The class will use Adobe Lightroom to create final works. Students will learn about 
the different types of photography from landscape to portrait (no selfies!!!) to photojournalism. Students 
will produce a final portfolio of work that they can share online. Use of their own camera is encouraged, 
but not required.  This course has a maximum of 10 students. 
  



Knitting for the Community    
Come learn how to knit, crochet, and sew or come and share your own craftiness with your classmates.  No 
prior experience is necessary.  Students will knit a red hat for a newborn baby as part of Little Hats Big 
Hearts sponsored by the American Heart Association and the Children’s Heart Foundation.  We also will be 
making a blanket to give to the local chapter of Project Linus here in this area.  Project Linus began in 1995 
and the 400 chapters across the country have donated more than 1.6 million blankets to children in 
hospitals here in the United States who could use a “little security.”  Open to students in grades 6-8. 
 
Beginning Programming 
Curious about programming but have no idea where to begin?  This course will offer students an 
opportunity to get started in programming, with plenty of help and guidance along the way. Students will 
use a series of free, self-led online courses through freeCodeCamp to learn Front End Development starting 
with HTML and CSS.  They will learn a quick and easy text markup language that will prepare them with 
the basics of writing code, then move on at their own pace to technologies such as Bootstrap, jQuery, 
JavaScript, and more!  Best of all, students will be able to utilize their accounts to continue studies outside 
of school and work toward a verified certificate in Front End Development!  Maximum of 10 students. 
 
Ukulele    
Ukulele playing has gained in popularity as of late and for good reason.  Ukuleles are relatively 
inexpensive instruments, they have less strings than a traditional guitar, and they are simply fun to 
play!  Ukuleles have been around since the late 19th century, when they were introduced in Hawaii as a 
modified version of the Portuguese machete.  Throughout the semester, we will cover all the basics of 
tuning, strumming, playing chords, song writing, and caring properly for ukuleles through a variety of 
techniques and song selections.  The group will work towards a performance (TBD) in May towards the 
end of the semester.  Ukuleles will be provided to students for use during this class.   
 
Yearbook    
Yearbook students are historians, journalists, and artists putting together a photojournalistic book that will 
be on shelves for many, many years to come.  In this middle school yearbook class, students will gain skills 
in photojournalism such as page and layout design, publishing techniques, copy writing, editing, and 
photography while helping to produce this year’s NYA yearbook.  Because we have real-world 
publishing deadlines, yearbook students may be asked to complete work outside of x-block.  
 
Advanced Robotics 
Want to advance your knowledge with the Vex robotics?  In this course, students who have already taken 
robotics can expand their skills by adding new components such as sensors and bumpers and work on 
programming with the software.  Groups will decide what they want to focus on and build and work with 
their robots through the semester to meet their goals.  Students must have already taken Robotics to take 
this course.  Maximum of 8 students.  
 

 


