
MIDDLE SCHOOL ENRICHMENT COURSES 
SPRING 2017 

 
We are pleased to offer a selection of enrichment courses in the Middle School for the Spring Semester.  
These courses allow students the opportunity to enhance their current program with additional coursework in a 
variety of areas.  The enrichment courses meet twice per week for the semester and are graded according to 
effort (1-3).  All coursework is completed within the class period and no homework is assigned.  Many of the 
courses combine interdisciplinary content and much of the material includes a cooperative learning approach. 
Whether competing in an interscholastic debate, performing for an audience, or sharing their own artistic 
creations, students work toward a final project incorporating what they have learned throughout the semester.   
 
COURSE OFFERINGS FOR SPRING 2017: 
 
Objectified   Students will design an object that fills a specific need in their lives. They will create 
prototypes of their object using various materials and then discuss the functionality and form with their 
classmates. The final step in the process will be to model their object in Sketchup and then print it on the 3D 
printer.  This course has a maximum size of 10 students and is open to students in grades 7 and 8. 
 
Brain Busters   Come challenge your mind and sharpen your wits with some puzzling puzzles, brain 
twisters, TANGRAMS, Solitaire, TANGOES, SUDOKU, amazing Mazes, trivia, word games, math games, 
and 3-D puzzles.  Students will have the opportunity to work on individual puzzles and group activities all of 
which will work on boosting brain power.  Open to students in grades 5-8. 
 
Debate Team/Mock Trial   During second trimester, the Debate Team competes in two debates against 
area schools.  Students work together to prepare for each part of the debate: opening speech, a cross 
examination, a secondary speech, a rebuttal, and a closing.  In preparation, students complete research to 
gather information that supports both the affirmative and the negative side of the debate issue.  Each argument 
must be supported with factual information from quality sources. After March break, students will work on a 
mock trial, acting as lawyers and witnesses representing the two sides of the case. During the mock trial, 
students will work together studying the law and evidence to put forward a case for their particular side: 
prosecution or defense. Students will have the opportunity to learn to distinguish between fact and opinion, 
how to use facts to back up their positions, and practice thinking on their feet and speaking in front of an 
audience. This course has a maximum size of 14 students and is open to students in grades 6-8. 
 
Chess   Come learn the basics or move on to the finer points of the game of chess.  Develop various 
strategies and hone your competition skills.  All levels of ability, beginner to advanced, are welcome.  Open to 
students in grades 5-8. 
 
Reading & Book Reviews   Do you love to read?  Do you love to share about the books that you read?  If 
so, this is the class for you!  This course allows students to carve out time to read and then share their thoughts 
about the books through an online book blog and book trailer videos.  This course is open to students in grades 
5-8. 
 
MS Jazz Band   The Middle School Jazz Band is an ensemble open to instrumentalists in grades 6-8.  The 
group works on the fundamentals of jazz music, and covers concepts such as rhythm, swing, blues, and 
improvisation.  The ensemble performs in the Instrumental Concert in April.  This is a wonderful opportunity 
for instrumentalists looking to broaden their skills and increase performance time. 
 



Techsavvy   This course will cover a wide range of technology tools and applications that are effective in 
both the academic setting and beyond the walls of our school.  From basic typing and word processing skills to 
more advanced 3-D architecture drawing and on-line presentation creation, this course will cover an array of 
topics.  Appropriate Internet use and safety will be incorporated throughout the curriculum.  We will spend 
most of our time in the computer lab as we explore the different technology tools.  This course has a 
maximum size of 14 students and is open to students in grades 5-8.   
 
Creative Writing   In this course, students will have the opportunity to examine different forms of the 
written word, including poetry, lyrics, books, and creative passages.  As they explore various styles and 
genres, students will become more aware of the details in the words we read and write and will work to take 
the risks associated with self-awareness and self-expression. Students will participate in writer’s workshops 
with their peers to engage in the editing and revision process, and will create their own portfolio of pieces they 
have written in the many different genres. Open to students in grades 5-8. 
 
Yearbook   Enjoy taking pictures? Interested in graphic design? Want to learn the name of every NYA 
student?  Then this course is for you!  Students will delve into the NYA yearbook: taking and organizing 
photos, writing captions, designing page layouts, and putting their creative stamp on the book.  A yearbook 
camera will be provided.  No prior graphic design experience necessary.  
 
Innovation Station   Students in this course will have the opportunity to work more extensively in the 
Innovation Lab while preparing an individual or group project.  Interested students must prepare a proposal on 
their desired project and how they plan to use the innovation lab to achieve their goal. Open to students in 
grades 6-8. 
 

 


