
Eric Weinrich ‘85

Eric Weinrich is a member of the North Yarmouth Academy class of 1985.  A 
soccer, hockey and baseball player at NYA, Eric is most known for his hockey 
career.  He was a varsity athlete for all twelve high school seasons, winning 
two consecutive Class “C” State Championships in soccer his junior and 
senior years.  He also played on a successful NYA baseball team and was 
coached in both soccer and baseball by fellow NYA Athletic Hall of Famer 
Steve Morris.  His career soccer record was 57 wins and 19 losses, while the 
baseball team finished comfortably over .500.  Eric was also a member of the 
Discipline Committee, the Outing Club, and he worked on the yearbook.

From his freshman year, Eric’s hockey career at NYA seemed destined for 
the record books.  A defenseman, his skill and leadership from the blue line 
was relied upon again and again throughout his career.  He earned All-State 
selection after his first varsity season at NYA, which he continued to earn 
every year he was at NYA.  During his sophomore year, he was All-State and 
was selected to the All New England Prep School All-Star Team.  As a junior, 
Eric was again All-State, a member 
of the All New England Prep School 
All-Star Team, and ranked third in the 
league in scoring.  In his senior year, 
Eric earned MIHL All Conference 

First Team honors and was again All-State and All New England.  Eric led the 
NYA team to a 60-19 overall record, including NYA’s first boys ice hockey Class 
“A” State Championship.  It was the first time a team other than Lewiston, St. 
Dominic’s, or Waterville had won the state championship since 1958.

Eric played for the US Junior National Team during the 1984-85 season while 
he was still at NYA.  After graduating from NYA, Eric attended the University of 
Maine at Orono and continued his international play for the 1985-86 US Junior 
National Team.  He played for three years at UMO, studying anthropology and 
archaeology and continuing his play at the international level.  During his third 
and final year at the University of Maine, Eric was a member of Team USA and 
competed in the 1988 Calgary Olympics.  

Eric was on the 
radar screen of the 
professional scouts 
while he was still at 
NYA.  He was initially drafted the summer of his junior year 
as the 186th pick in the 1984 NHL Entry Draft by the Buffalo 
Sabres, but because his birth date was not past the cut off, 
the Buffalo Sabres lost their pick.  He was drafted the next year 
in the second round, 32nd overall by the New Jersey Devils, 
and his professional hockey career took off after his career at 
UMO.  Eric played in the NHL for 18 seasons, playing for seven 
different teams and accumulating 70 goals and 318 assists for 
388 points in his 1157 game career.  Eric is currently entering 
his third season as an assistant coach with the Portland Pirates 
of the AHL.  North Yarmouth Academy is proud to induct Eric 
J. Weinrich into the North Yarmouth Academy Edgar F. White 
’38 Athletic Hall of Fame.


