
Eric Blakeman ‘90

Eric Blakeman is a member of the North Yarmouth Academy class of 
1990.  He was a great soccer player and an incredible tennis player.  
Eric was a three year varsity player on the soccer team and was an 
integral part of their success.  Playoff contenders every season, the 
soccer team won the Class “C” State Championship his senior year.  
Eric’s real passion, however, was tennis.

Eric’s achievements on the tennis courts for NYA will probably never 
be equaled in the state of Maine.  He set a schoolboy record in New 
England in 1984 when he won eleven consecutive tournaments.  When 
he was in the seventh grade at NYA, Eric was the first player from Maine 
to be ranked number one in New England.  Competing for NYA, Eric held 
the number one singles position on the tennis team for an astonishing 
six straight years, competing at the highest varsity level from seventh 
grade through his senior year.  Even more noteworthy is the fact that 
Eric didn’t lose a single individual match from his eighth grade season 
through his graduation from NYA.  That record includes regular season 
play plus every Western Maine Conference tournament and MAISAD, 
the Maine Prep School conference tournament.  Eric’s only losses 
occurred when he was in seventh grade-- to a South American post 
graduate student from Bridgton Academy who was nationally ranked in 
his home country.

He also won the Maine State Singles Championships all four years he 
was in high school, and the MAISAD Singles Championships five times 
in a row, giving him nine individual championships.  Eric finished his 
high school tennis career at North Yarmouth Academy with an individual 
record well over 100-0, with wins against consistently strong programs 
such as Cape Elizabeth, York, and Falmouth, and MAISAD teams 
that routinely carried post 

graduates and exchange students on their rosters.

Eric was highly recruited as a high school tennis player, and was ranked 
in New England and also nationally.  In order to be ranked nationally, he 
played in regional and national tournaments throughout the school year, but 
his dedication to his NYA tennis and soccer teams never faltered.  Eric’s 
NYA tennis coach Charlie Hudson said “there was never a question of Eric’s 
commitment to NYA first.”  He was also a strong student, and graduated 
from NYA as one of the top ten students in his class.  After NYA, he attended 
Northwestern University where he started on the varsity tennis team for all four 
years until his graduation in 1994.

Eric has remained active in the local and state tennis community.  His mother 
passed away in 1989 from cancer, and in 1990 the Betty Blakeman Memorial 
Tennis Tournament was created in her memory by the Blakeman family.  Today, 
Eric and his sister Carrie serve as tournament co-chairs, raising thousands 
of dollars for cancer research and outreach programs.  Eric also serves as 
a director on the board of the Vincent and Barbara Welch Foundation and 
is also a member of the NYA Advisory Board.  North Yarmouth Academy is 
proud to induct Eric R. Blakeman into the Edgar F. White ’38 Athletic Hall of 
Fame.


