
Robert Hawkes

Coach Robert “Bob” Hawkes was a teacher, coach, and Athletic Director at 
North Yarmouth Academy from 1950 to 1953.  His impact on the students 
and families at NYA goes far beyond this three year span.  Bob grew up 
in Concord, Massachusetts, where his love of athletics began.  During his 
high school career,  he earned two letters in football, one in basketball, 
and was a four year letter winner and two year captain in track.  After 
high school, Bob attended Springfield College, where he played football 
and swam on the freshman swim team for a year until it became too 
difficult to balance the need to work his way through college with the 
time commitment needed for athletics.  During World War II, Springfield 
College was closed and Bob was drafted into the Army Air Corps, where 
he served as a survival aquatics instructor for three years.  After the war, he 
graduated from Springfield and taught physical education and coached, 
first in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire, then at North Yarmouth Academy.

While at  NYA, Coach Hawkes coached both the boys and girls swim teams, the track team, and the soccer 
team.  His former students still fondly remember his words of encouragement and support, reporting 
that he often got them to participate in, and in some cases, win, track events that they would otherwise 
have declined to even try.  Some alumni remember Coach Hawkes’ ski trips to Hurricane Slope, and the 
British soccer players Bob invited to play at NYA one spring, in hopes of creating interest in interscholastic 
competition.  His plan worked, and the next fall Gorham and NYA played the first interscholastic soccer 
game in the Triple C league.  

After leaving NYA, Bob went on to be the Superintendent at 
Opportunity Farm for Boys in New Gloucester, Maine.  During 
the summer of 1958, while supervising the haying of a field, 
Bob was severely injured when he saved two boys from a falling 
hay conveyor.  When the hay conveyor fell on him, it broke his 
back and severed his spinal cord.  After a lengthy rehabilitation, 
Bob’s competitive spirit endured and he competed in the 
1959 and 1960 National Wheelchair Games, where he won 
medals in three swimming events and was selected to the first 
United States Wheelchair Team.  The United States Wheelchair 
Team competed in the International Stoke Mandeville Games 
annually, and in the first three Paralympic Games, held in 
Rome in 1960, Tokyo in 1964, and Israel in 1968.  Bob won 
gold, silver, and bronze medals in swimming at these games.  
Besides competing, he also founded the Maine Paraplegia 
Association and organized the first wheelchair games in Maine 
in 1962.

Following his work at Opportunity Farm, Bob worked in the 
Bangor area for many years with special needs children and 
eventually settled in Florida where he still resides today.  In 
1959, North Yarmouth Academy established the Bob Hawkes Prize which is awarded annually to the 
outstanding male and female athletes who have demonstrated leadership, citizenship and sportsmanship 
as a lasting tribute to the legacy of Coach Bob Hawkes.   It is an honor to induct Robert Hawkes in the 
inaugural class of the Edgar F. White ’38 Athletic Hall of Fame.


